A STORY TO WEAVE I Newsletter Issue 9

FOUNDATIONS LAID
SPRING 2015

@ONatDCLG
www.facebook.com/ONatDCLG

Dunfermline’s new museum, library and galleries

NEWSLETTER
Dunfermline Welcomes American Student
At the outset of this project in February 2013, we
made a pledge to Heritage Lottery Fund that we
would involve 126 volunteers, giving 79 of them
training, over the next three and a half years.
Two years into the project, we have already smashed
our target!
In January we were delighted to welcome American
student Cassondra Baglio on a placement from
Glasgow University’s Museum Studies course. During
her 20 day placement, she’s had an insight into many
aspects of museum work with a strong focus on
our oral history recording project, Speaking of…
Dunfermline.

Cassondra working on recordings

Beyond the academic beneﬁts of the placement,
Cassondra has found many other things to enjoy:
“I’ve had more personal time and appreciation of
Scottish culture than I would have with any other
work placement. I got to interact with people I never
would have met, and hear stories of older times I
never would have heard had it not been for this oral
history project. I have such a love for culture and just
being able to learn more about the old Scottish
culture within this charming town, Dunfermline,
has been so enjoyable and rewarding. Thank you
for the opportunity!”

Cassondra (kneeling front centre) with members of the Trefoil Guild and
the Pitreavie Guide Unit.

Curator’s Corner
Lesley Botten, Museum Display Design & Activities Curator,
reveals some of her project highlights.

Thank you to Donald Adamson and
Kenny McLachlan for donating a 2014
Dunfermline Athletic Football Club
signed player’s shirt, which will be
displayed alongside other star items
in the entrance Gateway.

NEWSLETTER
Australian Gardeners
When Peter MacLean and Ben Quick
contacted the Local Studies service
at St Margaret’s House asking about
records from Dunfermline’s Ancient
Society of Gardeners, they had no
idea that they would come face-toface with such wonderful regalia in
the museum collection.
The pair came to Scotland in March
from Melbourne to help re-establish
Quick (left) and Peter MacLean
a Grand Lodge of the Ancient Order Ben
with silver cup presented to John Reid
of Free Gardeners in Scotland. At a
ceremony in Kelty, Peter oﬃcially installed Gordon Vincent of
Glenrothes as the Grand Master, and explained how their Lodge in
Australia, “Victoria Number 1”, was set up in 1864 by a Scottish
emigrant. They are currently celebrating their 150th anniversary
and intent on exploring the Scottish roots of this fraternal society.
For a concise history of the Ancient Society of Gardeners, visit
www.historyshelf.org

TEAM NEWS
Fiona Shirkie’s
Internship
Fiona came to us on an internship
across Fife Cultural Trust, working
with the Archives and Partnership &
Funding teams as well as ourselves.
“The team have been very welcoming
and I’ve had a range of experiences
from handling and packing objects to
writing text for exhibition panels. It was
a real privilege to read through the
transcripts of some of the oral history
interviews that are being recorded with
local people, there are some amazing
stories! Although I am now working
as a Heritage Development Intern at
Abbot House, I will continue to work
with the team on a voluntary basis
for a few hours a week.”

Regalia of the Ancient Society of Gardeners of Dunfermline:
L-R Grand Master, Chaplain, Secretary

Fiona getting to grips with some of our archival material

Pages from the ﬁrst surviving minute book of the
Dunfermline Ancient Society of Gardeners 1716

Visit Scotland Expo 2015
On 22 and 23 April, Fife Cultural Trust Marketing Oﬃcer Janet Fairgrieve will be representing
Dunfermline Carnegie Library & Galleries at the annual Visit Scotland Expo, Scotland’s premier
business-to-business event for the travel trade. It is a wonderful opportunity for Dunfermline to
meet the world, and to sell everything that this historic town and exciting new facility have to
oﬀer to potential tourists from across the globe. The event this year takes place at Aberdeen
Exhibition and Conference Centre, so please do drop by the stand if you’re heading along!
www.visitscotlandexpo.com

Janet Fairgrieve,
Marketing Oﬃcer,
Fife Cultural Trust

NEWSLETTER
Dunfermline Carnegie Library Decant
One Year ON
It’s now just over a year since Dunfermline Carnegie Library services were decanted to 4
temporary locations. The Maygate lending library oﬀers a range of books for adults and
children and has 2 free public access PCs. Nearby, there are computer suites in the City Chambers, with 5 PCs and the Music
Institute at Carnegie Hall, which has 8. The Local Studies and Family History Section is located on the ground ﬂoor of
St Margaret’s House beside the Carnegie Library, which is now surrounded by hoardings as building work is well under way.
The new museum project team and library staﬀ are working together in St Margaret’s House, in preparation for the new
integrated facility. There’s a lot going on, from volunteers using the library’s resources to assist with research for the new
museum exhibitions, to customers borrowing books or coming in to research local or family history. We’re delighted that
local people are using our services in the Heritage Quarter, and staﬀ are working hard to provide the best possible service.
The library catalogue, as well as information and opening hours for the decanted venues, are available at www.onfife.com.

Speaking Of …
Can you help?
Our volunteer oral historians have been working hard
over the past six months to speak to local Dunfermline
folk and document their memories, recording a
whopping 65 interviews and counting! We are still
on the lookout for people to interview about their
memories. In particular we’d love to hear from people
who have memories of working in the linen mills, and
anyone who worked on the trains or buses – perhaps as
a clippie or a driver. If you’d be happy to speak to our
volunteers please get in touch using the contact details
below.

Get involved… find out more
Over the course of the next few years there will be many ways in which you can help
to make Dunfermline Carnegie Library & Galleries a cultural centre everyone in Fife
can be proud of, and we’d love to hear from you!
For your chance to be involved and to keep up to date with the latest developments,
please follow us on Twitter, or check out our Facebook page.
To join our mailing list, email admin.fct@onfife.com or ask in one of our Dunfermline libraries.
You can also contact Lesley Botten, Lesley McNaughton or Katy Firth of the museum team
on 03451 555 555 ext: 492780, or by emailing lesley.botten@onfife.com.
SUPPORTED BY

Our newest volunteer
Kayleigh Sinton with
volunteer Anthony
Western

Funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and Fife
Council with The Carnegie Dunfermline Trust,
Dunfermline Carnegie Library and Galleries will be a
spectacular museum and art gallery in the heart of
Dunfermline’s Heritage Quarter, integrated superbly
with the world’s ﬁrst Carnegie Library.
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